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What is an annotated bibliography? 
p An organised list of  resources cited in the 

correct referencing style (UL author/date 
Harvard)  

p Followed by a brief  descriptive and 
evaluative paragraph - the annotation. 



What does an annotated bibliography 
normally include? 

p Annotated bibliographies normally consist of  an 
evaluation of  the resource, considering the 
following aspects:  

▪ AUTHORITY- Who wrote it? What are their credentials? (i.e. 
PhD, Professor, unqualified writer)  

▪ AUDIENCE - Who are the intended audience – e.g. 
Researchers? Students? Consumers?  

▪ USEFULNESS - How useful is it to your paper? e.g. Is it a 
research article? Is it too  scientific for your needs? Is it too 
general?  

▪ COMPARISON - Is it similar to another work or in contrast to 
another work/author?  

▪ CONCLUSIONS - Have the author(s) made any conclusions? 
What methods were used for evaluation?  

▪ LIMITATIONS - Are there any limitations in the work/methods/
conclusions? 



EXAMPLE: 
 Lindley, J., Potts, R. (2014) "A Machine Learning: An example of  HCI prototyping 
with design fiction", Proceedings of  the 8th Nordic Conference on Human-
Computer Interaction Fun, Fast, Foundational - NordiCHI '14. 
  
This paper is the final report of  a video demonstrating design fiction. The aim of  
the video was to "explore challenges and opportunities presented by the design 
fiction method when it is applied to near -future HCI scenario". The video depicts 
Manu using a artificially intelligent portable device. The video explores scenarios 
from the perspective of  the device alone as a way to invite the user into the world 
of  what the device sees. The video it purposely shot without the use of  computer 
graphics or hi fidelity prototypes. It is hoped that the use of  design fiction in this 
context will aid the removal of  design constraints and technical considerations that 
could hamper innovation. The video is presented as a direct critical response to 
the 2013 film ‘Her’ which revolves around the concept of  AI devices and human’s 
relationships with computers. The primary hope is that this video will inspire new 
concepts and thinking in the field of  HCI.  
  
In the context of  my own research this paper and video was very useful in 
encouraging us to remove design constraints during ideation and place renewed 
emphasis on the interaction between humans and their devices. It will definitely aid 
the formulation of  a design fiction of  my own. 
(Student assignment , 2016 cohort)



Writing the annotated bibliography
p Make sure you write down in the Zotero 

Notes rubric enough information to be able to 
write the required paragraph on the paper; 
you can use abbreviations and bullet points; 

p Finally, you will have to copy all these 
(including the Harvard reference for each) to 
a Word document or  a Google Doc, to be 
able to edit them and submit your annotated 
bibliography.



Further Guides to Annotated 
Bibliographies: 

p Writing an annotated bibliography (QUT 
Library): http://www.citewrite.qut.edu.au/write/
annotated_bib.jsp   

p How to prepare an annotated bibliography 
(Cornell University Libraries) http://
www.library.cornell.edu/olinuris/ref/research/
skill28.htm   

p How do I write an annotated bibliography? 
(CSU) http://www.csu.edu.au/division/studserv/
learning/annotated/  

http://www.citewrite.qut.edu.au/write/annotated_bib.jsp
http://www.citewrite.qut.edu.au/write/annotated_bib.jsp
http://www.citewrite.qut.edu.au/write/annotated_bib.jsp
http://www.library.cornell.edu/olinuris/ref/research/skill28.htm
http://www.library.cornell.edu/olinuris/ref/research/skill28.htm
http://www.csu.edu.au/division/studserv/learning/annotated/
http://www.csu.edu.au/division/studserv/learning/annotated/


Developing a Design Fiction for the 
Future Limerick City

1. creating an annotated literature on a 
specific theme (in our case, Urban 
Technologies)  

2. coming up with an idea as a group 
3. finding additional resources for the 

annotated bibliography (5 in total) 
4. testing the idea on a group in your class and 

refining it 
5. writing a short paper on the design fiction 

you created (individually)



The paper will include:
p An introduction – what is the problem/area of  

activity/issue you are designing for? 
p A literature review 
p A short paragraph about methodology (design 

fiction) and the feedback you had from the 
other group 

p The actual design fiction 
p Discussion & Conclusion 
Minimum 4 maximum 5 pages including 
references; CHI extended abstracts format

http://chi2019.acm.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/CHI19-EA-sample-file-1.pdf


What is a literature review? 
p A literature review discusses published information 

in a particular subject area. A literature review can 
be just a simple summary of  the sources, but it 
usually has an organizational pattern and 
combines both summary and synthesis. 

p A literature review is meant to support the claims 
of  the research student, showing that the topic is 
worthwile, that his work doesn't duplicate the work 
of  others, and that he contributed some new 
knowledge.



Why do we have to write a literature 
review? 

p The focus of  a literature review is to 
summarize and synthesize the arguments 
and ideas of  others. It shows you are aware 
of  previous research and findings. 

p A literature review is not a simple listing of  
facts and ideas from the literature. You have 
to prove that you understood and assessed 
critically what you read.



A literature review may take two 
forms:

p Purely descriptive – as in an annotated 
bibliography. A descriptive review should not 
just list and paraphrase, but should add 
comment and bring out themes and trends.  

p A critical assessment of  the literature in a 
particular field, stating where the 
weaknesses and gaps are, contrasting the 
views of  particular authors, or raising 
questions. It will evaluate and show 
relationships, so that key themes emerge. 



It can be 
p A whole paper, which annotates and/or 

critiques the literature in a particular subject 
area.  

p Part of  a thesis or dissertation, forming an 
early context-setting chapter.  

p A useful background outlining a piece of  
research, or putting forward a hypothesis. 



An outline
p Introduction  

■ Define the topic and state reasons for choice. You could 
also point out overall trends, gaps and themes that 
emerge.  

p Body  
■ Discuss your sources. You can organize your discussion 

chronologically, thematically or methodologically.  

p Conclusion  
■ Summarize the major contributions, evaluating the 

current position, and pointing out flaws in methodology, 
gaps in the research, contradictions and areas for 
further study. 



How to proceed 
p You will probably read things from multiple 

domains until you decide exactly what you want 
to use for your project. Make sure you keep 
track of  what you read and where. There are 
many possible ways of  doing so: 
■ Copy and paste important ideas, together with the 

reference and a link into your blog, a Google Doc, or 
a simple Word document 

■ Use a reference management system (Zotero or 
Mendeley); You can add a bookmarklet to your 
browser bar, which makes it then very easy to 
bookmark resources.



To find more resources
p follow the references of  the authors you read 

- they might lead you to other interesting 
sources; 

p if  you find an author who writes about your 
topic, check his list of  publications to see 
what else he wrote 

p check how often a paper you want to use as 
reference was cited by others, who has cited 
it, and if  there are any alternative points of  
view in the literature



Annotated Bibliography vs. Literature 
Review



Annotated Bibliography vs. Literature 
Review

p In the case of  an annotated bibliography, 
there is a separate paragraph for each source 
cited. In a literature review, each body 
paragraph should include several sources, 
and sources may be repeated as necessary.  

p An annotated bibliography examines each 
source based on its relationship to the topic; 
a literature review draws together multiple 
sources to examine where they agree or 
disagree. 



Annotated Bibliography vs. Literature 
Review

p An annotated bibliography must organize 
sources alphabetically, but a literature review 
is likely to use problem/solution, cause/effect, 
comparison/contrast, classification/division, 
or process to organize sources.  

p An annotated bibliography allows the reader 
to choose whether to explore the available 
sources or not on their own while a literature 
review directs the reader to a particular 
understanding of  the available sources; 



Reading - SQ3R – Sacha Chua
p Step 1: Survey.  Get an overview by looking at the structure. 

Look at the table of  contents for a book, look at the headings, 
look at the first lines of  paragraphs.  

p Step 2: Question. Before you dig into the book/article, think 
about the kinds of  questions you should be able to answer after 
reading. Write those questions down.  

p Step 3: Read. Now you read in more detail. As you read, write 
more questions. Write hints to help you answer them during 
your review 

p Step 4: Recite. Answer your questions without referring to the 
text.  

p Step 5: Review. If  you weren’t able to answer all of  your 
questions confidently and correctly, go back and review the 
sections that need more work. 



Citing your sources
p You need a list of  references at the end, in UL 

Harvard format. 
p You also have to cite the source in text, in the 

(<author last name> <year>) format. 
p If  you are reproducing word by word more than 5 

consecutive words from another source, you 
HAVE to put them in quotation marks. “e.g.” 

p More than 3 authors are cited as the name of  the 
first author followed by ‘et al.’ 

p See Cite It Right on the library website

https://libguides.ul.ie/citeitright


Plagiarism
p Student Academic Handbook p22: 
p Academic Cheating, Plagiarism, Copyright  

■ It is important to note that academic cheating in 
all its forms is deemed to be a major disciplinary 
offence under the university’s code of  conduct 
(see Appendix 1 in section 10). Please also note 
that copyright in all assessment, project and 
thesis work is the property of  UL. For information 
on plagiarism, see Appendix 3 (guidelines for 
students) and Appendix 4 (guidelines for staff) in 
section 10. 

https://ulsites.ul.ie/saa/sites/default/files/docs/print_pdf/print_pdf_dompdf/Completed%20Web%20Version%20Student%20Handbook%20240718.pdf


Plagiarism
p “Plagiarism means copying other people’s 

work in part or in whole, and passing it off  as 
your own.” (Sarah Moore, Appendix 3) 

p Reasons for doing it: 
■ Innocence 
■ Accident 
■ Desperation 
■ Blatant deceit 



Additional resources on plagiarism
p How to avoid plagiarism 
p More about plagiarism

http://highered.mcgraw-hill.com/sites/0072873469/student_view0/avoiding_plagiarism_tutorial/avoiding_plagiarism.html
http://highered.mcgraw-hill.com/sites/0072873469/student_view0/avoiding_plagiarism_tutorial/avoiding_plagiarism.html
http://www.plagiarism.org/

