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Sources

What is a source?

It’s an information point. Depending on your profession, you may have different 
definitions of sources, but in academia it will relate to books, papers, articles 
(etc) that you have read.

What’s not a source? (Or, what you shouldn’t consider a source…)

An information point that is not ‘vetted’, or peer-reviewed. While there are 
reviewers on Wikipedia, it is not a reliable source as almost anybody can add / 
remove information from wikis.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3wla-vK4Buw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3wla-vK4Buw


Fake News

https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/politics/trump-claims/?utm_term=.685edfd392f3


Fake News

https://www.bbc.com/news/av/technology-50381728/the-fake-video-where-johnson-and-corbyn-endorse-each-other?intlink_from_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.co.uk%2Fnews%2Ftopics%2Fcrm5plqk980t%2Fdeepfakes&link_location=live-reporting-map


Fake News

It can spread in an instant (i.e. ‘go viral’) without ever being vetted or confirmed.

https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2019/feb/28/viral-momo-challenge-is-a-malicious-hoax-say-charities
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/final-say-brexit-referendum-lies-boris-johnson-leave-campaign-remain-a8466751.html


Fake News

Doesn’t just apply to social media. It can happen anywhere, in any domain, 
including academia.

Example: “Vaccinations Cause Autism” (!!not true!!) scandal. Former doctor 
Andrew Wakefield published a paper in 1998 linking the MMR vaccine to 
Autism. He has since been struck off and the publication was retracted.

“Other researchers were unable to reproduce Wakefield's findings, and a 2004 investigation by Sunday Times reporter 
Brian Deer identified undisclosed financial conflicts of interest on Wakefield's part. Most of Wakefield's co-authors then 
withdrew their support for the study's interpretations. The British General Medical Council (GMC) conducted an inquiry 
into allegations of misconduct against Wakefield and two former colleagues, focusing on Deer's findings. In 2010, the 
GMC found that Wakefield had been dishonest in his research, had acted against his patients' best interests and 
mistreated developmentally delayed children, and had "failed in his duties as a responsible consultant". The Lancet fully 
retracted Wakefield's 1998 publication on the basis of the GMC's findings, noting that elements of the manuscript had 
been falsified and that the journal had been "deceived" by Wakefield.” (From Wikipedia)

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scientific_misconduct
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andrew_Wakefield


Be wary of bias

As well as fake news, you need to remain aware of bias in any piece of work 
you read / hear / see.

Bias on the researcher’s part means that they are not being totally objective, 
and that they may be arriving at conclusions that do not actually represent the 
results. Reasons for this may include funding sources / opportunities, 
recognition, or future publications.

For example, here is a discussion of the controversy surrounding the major 
“Mediterranean Diet” study

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zM-TYBjcBiY&feature=youtu.be&t=101
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zM-TYBjcBiY&feature=youtu.be&t=101


Critical Evaluation of sources & information

UL Library has a wealth of resources, so use them to help you understand 
academic concepts, writing, information-searching and referencing better.

For example, in week 3 they hosted a workshop on how to spot fake news.

Reilly, P. (2020) How to Spot Fake News Tips on Critically Evaluating Information 
sources, Finding and Using Information: Take 1 Step Digital Skills Workshops, 
available: http://libguides.ul.ie/c.php?g=223849&p=4827197 [accessed 12 Feb 
2020]

Author(s) name, initial(s). (year of publication) Title of document, Title of 
publication or webpage, available: web address [accessed date]. 

http://anu.brighid.idc.ul.ie/CS4009_2020/Labs/How_to_spot_fake_news.pdf
http://libguides.ul.ie/c.php?g=223849&p=4827197


Paraphrasing, Summarising and Quoting

Paraphrasing 

• does not match the source word for word 

• involves putting a passage from a source into your own words 

• changes the words or phrasing of a passage, but retains and fully 
communicates the original meaning 

• must be attributed to the original source



Paraphrasing, Summarising and Quoting

Summarising 

• does not match the source word for word 

• involves putting the main idea(s) into your own words, but including only the 
main point(s) 

• presents a broad overview, so is usually much shorter than the original text 

• must be attributed to the original source



Paraphrasing, Summarising and Quoting

Quotations 

• match the source word for word 

• are usually a brief segment of the text 

• appear between quotation marks 

• must be attributed to the original source



Referencing

What is referencing?

Simply, referring to the work of others in the context of your own work.

Why reference?

In academia you have to. You need to show that you have based your research, 
plans, or experiments on something, and you aren’t pulling ideas out of thin air. 
You must have some basis for moving forward. You also must show that what 
you’re doing is unique and is not (knowingly or unknowingly) copying the work 
of someone else.



Referencing

Using someone else's work without citation is plagiarism and may have serious 
consequences, especially for college students. 

Any time you incorporate someone else's ideas or words into your paper or 
presentation, you must cite them. These ideas may not only come from books 
and journal articles, but from conversations, images, multimedia, speeches, 
blogs, etc. 

They need to be cited for several reasons: 
• to give credit to the authors or creators of those sources or ideas 
• to allow your readers to find and benefit from the exact sources you used 
• to let your lecturer know how you arrived at your conclusions



UL Harvard Style

In UL, we use UL Harvard Style referencing system. Similar to regular Harvard 
Style, but with UL’s own formatting applied. So, using a system like 
CiteThisForMe (etc) and using Harvard Style as your output format will not 
give you the correct referencing format. 

So, how can you reference correctly?

UL Library host the Cite it Right book on their dedicated referencing webpage. 
The link to the PDF is here.

https://libguides.ul.ie/citeitright
https://libguides.ul.ie/ld.php?content_id=23581826


Reference Management

Alternatively, rather than referencing by hand, you can use reference 
management software.

We will be using Zotero together shortly, but that’s not the only system 
available to you.

For example, after some research and trial & error, you might find that you 
prefer Microsoft’s EndNote or Mendeley.

They all perform the same function, it’s just a matter of preference.



IMPORTANT NOTE

MAKE SURE YOU KEEP A RECORD OF YOUR SOURCES AND REFERENCES 
SOMEWHERE. 

You should never have to read the same article / paper / book twice, you need 
to keep notes on your sources and a record of your references so that you don’t 
have to do them manually, multiple times, or close to a deadline. Manually 
referencing can take *hours* depending on the amount and type of sources, so 
work smart, not hard.



Bibliography vs References

Do you know what the difference between a bibliography 
and a reference is?



Bibliography vs References

The difference is that references are something you have directly referred to in 
the text that you have written, whereas a bibliography is the sum of sources 
you have read. You will often need to include both in any reports you write, i.e. 
FYP. 

They follow the same format - alphabetical list (by lead author surname) and 
are in UL Harvard Style references.



Citing

Do you know what the difference between a reference and  
citation is?



Citing

A reference contains the full information required to locate the source, and are 
usually contained in one exhaustive, alphabetically arranged list (a list of 
references)

A citation is an in-text reference that only contains the author(s) names and the 
year of publication of their work. This allows the reader of your work to locate 
the name and correct publication in your reference list. 



Citing

An example of a citation would be (O’Shea 2019)

Or, if there were two authors (O’Shea and Avram 2019)

Three authors? (O’Shea, Avram and O’Murchú 2019)

Any more than three authors? (O’Shea et al. 2019)



Let’s practice

Last week you read Housing Ourselves in the lab.

You know what the paper is about, but do you know how to reference it?

Where do you start? Cite it Right!

Where did you find your source? The ACM Digital Library!

What next?

https://dl.acm.org/doi/pdf/10.1145/3328320.3328397?download=true
https://libguides.ul.ie/ld.php?content_id=23581826
https://dl.acm.org/doi/abs/10.1145/3328320.3328397


Zotero

Zotero is a reference management system.

It will generate bibliographies / references for you!

It’s free!

It’s got UL Harvard Style as a referencing option (but you have to download it - 
it doesn’t come as standard in the software)

It allows you to maintain different folders (for different projects if you wish) as 
well as a shared group library. 



Zotero

Now, let’s set up your Zotero accounts.

You should install Zotero on your own laptops when you get home, as this is 
the easiest way to use it. 

It will install a bookmarklet in the toolbar, and you click it to add a source when 
you are active on the source webpage.



Questions??


