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The Annotated Bibliography

What is an annotated bibliography??



It is...

An organised list of resources cited in the correct referencing style (UL 
Harvard).

Followed by a brief descriptive and evaluative paragraph - the annotation.

Often includes important quotes, which are included as bullet points after the 
annotation.



Example Annotated Bibliography entry:
Jenkins, T. (2017) ‘Living Apart, Together: Cohousing as a Site for ICT Design’, DIS ’17 Proceedings of the 
2017 Conference on Designing Interactive Systems, Edinburgh, United Kingdom, 10 – 14 Jun, New York, 
NY, USA: ACM, 1039 – 1051.

In this paper Jenkins outlines different descriptions of what cohousing can be, what elements 
constitute cohousing, and what cohousing communities encompass (shared values, shared domestic 
labour etc.). He looks at cohousing from a HCI perspective, namely through different predefined 
genres of research into HCI and the home. He details the various methods used in this study to 
conduct research on/with cohousing communities in the US, for example content analysis on online 
materials, site visits and semi structured interviews. He does this with the intention of exploring new 
design ideas for the home. … He concludes by examining the challenges cohousing presents 
regarding HCI and the integration of IoT into the everyday domestic life, and toying with the notion that 
IoT and smart homes may provide access to a social/civic infrastructure rather than a 
products/service infrastructures.



How to write an entry 

Step 1: Find an appropriate paper by using a variety search engines 

Step 2: Read the paper using a structured approach. If it is interesting and 
relevant for you, then add it to your Zotero library. Highlight any key 
phrases/sentences.

Step 3: In a separate document (Google doc, Word doc), start making notes on 
the paper - why was it interesting? Why was it relevant and how does it relate 
to your research? What key points are made? …

Step 4: If you are not using Zotero (or another reference management system) 
open cite it right and identify what exactly your source is (i.e. published 
conference paper, journal article)



How to write an entry 

Step 5: Generate (with Zotero) or write your reference in UL Harvard Style.

Step 6: Add your reference to the top of your notes in your active document, so 
you will have the reference followed by your notes on the paper.

Step 7: Copy and paste your highlighted phrases/sentences (i.e. quotes from 
the paper) underneath your notes in bullet points.



How to write an entry 

Your entry should now be in the following format:

UL HARVARD STYLE REFERENCE

APPX 200 WORDS OF NOTES ON THE SOURCE YOU’VE READ

● QUOTE
● QUOTE
● QUOTE



Your Assignment

I have created a template for your Annotated Bibliography assignment. Read 
the template carefully, and ensure your final submission adheres to the 
formatting of the template. Failure to use the template will result in an 
automatic deduction of 5% from your grade for this assignment.

You must have four (4) entries in your individual Annotated Bibliography. 
These must be reliable sources. One of the sources must be one of the 
assigned readings from the module, found here on the wiki page. You must 
then coordinate with your group to find additional sources. In total, your group 
of four will need to find 12 unique sources, as well as choosing 4 from the 
assigned readings, giving you 16 sources per group of 4.

http://wiki.csisdmz.ul.ie/wiki/CS4009_Directed_Study_2020#Detailed_Assignment_Information
http://wiki.csisdmz.ul.ie/wiki/CS4009_Directed_Study_2020#Assigned_Readings


The Literature Review

What is a Literature Review?



It is…

A summary and synthesis of sources to tell a story of a subject area.

or

A report of relevant literature that outlines the key points of view on a topic.

Sources are not segregated as they are in an Annotated Bibliography, you are 
expected to combine sources to demonstrate your understanding of the work 
in a particular field.



How to write a Literature Review

You will critically review the sources you have read to identify themes, or points 
made, that either conflict with one another or support one another.

You will then weave the narrative (or ‘tell the story’) of the subject, citing your 
sources for the information you utilise.

The ‘literature review’ or ‘background research’ section of any paper you read 
are good examples of how to weave various pieces of work together to form a 
narrative.

When you have finished writing the literature review it should point to the 
direction you intend on going, and demonstrate your point of view on a topic



How to write a Literature Review

Step 1: Consult your annotated bibliograph(ies) - you should have 16 sources 
between four of you. Discuss the papers you’ve read, and in particular how they 
relate to one another.

Step 2: Using these ‘relationships’ between your papers, roughly draft a 
‘narrative’. You must include at least 3 sources from every person’s annotated 
bibliography.

Step 3: Continue making connections between papers; what points do they 
make? How can you show these connections?



How to write a Literature Review

Step 4: Think about what points you want to make, what is your perspective on 
the topic, and how can you demonstrate this perspective.

Step 5: Solidify your ideas and start writing the body of your paper. Make sure to 
cite the works you’re using at any and all points. You can (and should) cite each 
paper multiple times throughout your literature review.

Step 6: Once you are happy that you have ‘told the story’ of the topic, check 
your word count. You have a total word count of 600 words per person, so 2400 
words for a group of 4. The body of the paper should be around the 1900-2100 
word mark. 



How to write a Literature Review

Step 7: Next you should write the introduction to your literature review. The 
introduction will outline what your paper is about, but only the main points you 
make. Your introduction should be approximately 200-300 words.

Step 8: Export your references from Zotero in UL Harvard Style. This is easy if 
you have a group/shared library with all of your sources. If not, each person 
should add the references of the papers they have read (these should be 
available from your individual annotated bibliographies)

Step 9: Any sources that you have read but did not reference should be added 
to a bibliography (in UL Harvard Style references) after the reference section.



Your Assignment

I have created a template for your Literature Review assignment. Read the 
template carefully, and ensure your final submission adheres to the formatting 
of the template. Failure to use the template will result in an automatic 
deduction of 5% from your grade for this assignment.

You must have at least 3 sources from each individual Annotated 
Bibliography. Therefore you will have a minimum of 12 sources in the Literature 
Review. The remainder of the sources (i.e. the other papers you’ve read but not 
cited) should be included as a bibliography.

http://wiki.csisdmz.ul.ie/wiki/CS4009_Directed_Study_2020#Detailed_Assignment_Information


Other Information

The word count is 2400 per group of 4. I will adhere to a +-10% rule, meaning I 
will accept submissions that are 10% (240 words) above or below the specified 
word count, and I will fail assignments that do not meet that criteria.



So, how are you all doing?



From last week...



Referencing

What is referencing?

Simply, referring to the work of others in the context of your own work.

Why reference?

In academia you have to. You need to show that you have based your research, 
plans, or experiments on something, and you aren’t pulling ideas out of thin air. 
You must have some basis for moving forward. You also must show that what 
you’re doing is unique and is not (knowingly or unknowingly) copying the work 
of someone else.



Referencing

Using someone else's work without citation is plagiarism and may have serious 
consequences, especially for college students. 

Any time you incorporate someone else's ideas or words into your paper or 
presentation, you must cite them. These ideas may not only come from books 
and journal articles, but from conversations, images, multimedia, speeches, 
blogs, etc. 

They need to be cited for several reasons: 
• to give credit to the authors or creators of those sources or ideas 
• to allow your readers to find and benefit from the exact sources you used 
• to let your lecturer know how you arrived at your conclusions



UL Harvard Style

In UL, we use UL Harvard Style referencing system. Similar to regular Harvard 
Style, but with UL’s own formatting applied. So, using a system like 
CiteThisForMe (etc) and using Harvard Style as your output format will not 
give you the correct referencing format. 

So, how can you reference correctly?

UL Library host the Cite it Right book on their dedicated referencing webpage. 
The link to the PDF is here.

https://libguides.ul.ie/citeitright
https://libguides.ul.ie/ld.php?content_id=23581826


Reference Management

Alternatively, rather than referencing by hand, you can use reference 
management software.

We will be using Zotero together shortly, but that’s not the only system 
available to you.

For example, after some research and trial & error, you might find that you 
prefer Microsoft’s EndNote or Mendeley.

They all perform the same function, it’s just a matter of preference.



IMPORTANT NOTE

MAKE SURE YOU KEEP A RECORD OF YOUR SOURCES AND REFERENCES 
SOMEWHERE. 

You should never have to read the same article / paper / book twice, you need 
to keep notes on your sources and a record of your references so that you don’t 
have to do them manually, multiple times, or close to a deadline. Manually 
referencing can take *hours* depending on the amount and type of sources, so 
work smart, not hard.



Bibliography vs References

Do you know what the difference between a bibliography 
and a reference is?



Bibliography vs References

The difference is that references are something you have directly referred to in 
the text that you have written, whereas a bibliography is the sum of sources 
you have read. You will often need to include both in any reports you write, i.e. 
FYP. 

They follow the same format - alphabetical list (by lead author surname) and 
are in UL Harvard Style references.



Citing

Do you know what the difference between a reference and  
citation is?



Citing

A reference contains the full information required to locate the source, and are 
usually contained in one exhaustive, alphabetically arranged list (a list of 
references)

A citation is an in-text reference that only contains the author(s) names and the 
year of publication of their work. This allows the reader of your work to locate 
the name and correct publication in your reference list. 



Citing

An example of a citation would be (O’Shea 2019)

Or, if there were two authors (O’Shea and Avram 2019)

Three authors? (O’Shea, Avram and O’Murchú 2019)

Any more than three authors? (O’Shea et al. 2019)



Questions??


