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What is an Annotated Bibliography

An organised list of resources cited in the correct referencing style (UL 
Harvard).

Followed by a brief descriptive and evaluative paragraph - the annotation.

Often includes important quotes, which are included as bullet points after the 
annotation.



What does it normally include?

Annotated bibliographies normally consist of an evaluation of the resource, 
considering the following aspects: 
▪ AUTHORITY- Who wrote it? What are their credentials? (i.e. PhD, Professor, unqualified 
writer) 
▪ AUDIENCE - Who are the intended audience – e.g. Researchers? Students? 
Consumers? 
▪ USEFULNESS - How useful is it to your paper? e.g. Is it a research article? Is it too 
scientific for your needs? Is it too general? 
▪ COMPARISON - Is it similar to another work or in contrast to another work/author? 
▪ CONCLUSIONS - Have the author(s) made any conclusions? What methods were used 
for evaluation? 

▪ LIMITATIONS - Are there any limitations in the work/methods/ conclusions? 



Example Annotated Bibliography entry:
Jenkins, T. (2017) ‘Living Apart, Together: Cohousing as a Site for ICT Design’, DIS ’17 Proceedings of the 
2017 Conference on Designing Interactive Systems, Edinburgh, United Kingdom, 10 – 14 Jun, New York, 
NY, USA: ACM, 1039 – 1051.

In this paper, Jenkins outlines different descriptions of what cohousing can be, what elements 
constitute cohousing, and what cohousing communities encompass (shared values, shared domestic 
labour etc.). He looks at cohousing from a HCI perspective, namely through different predefined 
genres of research into HCI and the home. He details the various methods used in this study to 
conduct research on/with cohousing communities in the US, for example content analysis on online 
materials, site visits and semi structured interviews. He does this with the intention of exploring new 
design ideas for the home. … He concludes by examining the challenges cohousing presents 
regarding HCI and the integration of IoT into the everyday domestic life, and toying with the notion that 
IoT and smart homes may provide access to a social/civic infrastructure rather than a 
products/service infrastructures.

(My own annotated bibliography)



Writing the Annotated Bibliography

You should try to use a referencing / note taking tool for your annotated 
bibliography.

We will be learning to use Zotero in the labs, so try it out for your own 
annotated bibliography. It will save you having to reference / keep individual 
notes/records on each paper you read.

If you don’t use a tool such as Zotero/Mendeley you will have to reference 
each paper individually, by hand. Referencing websites are unreliable, and 
more often than not give incorrect references. So, use software with a Harvard 
UL plugin (Zotero)



Writing the Annotated Bibliography

Make sure you write down enough information in the Zotero Notes section to 
be able to write the required annotation on the paper; use abbreviations and 
bullet points in Zotero and expand in your annotated bibliography.

Finally, you will have to copy all these (including the Harvard reference for 
each) to a Word document or a Google Doc, to be able to edit them and submit 
your annotated bibliography.



More guides to Annotated Bibliographies

Writing an annotated bibliography (QUT Library)

How to prepare an annotated bibliography (Cornell University Libraries)

https://www.citewrite.qut.edu.au/write/annotatedbibliography.jsp
http://guides.library.cornell.edu/annotatedbibliography


Your Universal Design literature assignments

1. Read the assigned readings for the module
2. Coming up with an idea as a group
3. Research a specific theme (in our case, Universal Design in the home)
4. Find additional resources for the annotated bibliography (4 sources each in 

total, so 16 resources per group of 4) 
5. Everyone writes an annotated bibliography
6. You combine those annotated bibliographies to create a literature review!
7. You then present your literature review findings in a presentation



Your annotated bibliography

Assignment 1

Each group member will read one of the assigned readings in the module. You 
will the coordinate with your group to find three more unique sources each (or 
two if you are using the sources from week 3’s lab), ensuring the sources you 
find are applicable to your groups idea. You will then each write an annotated 
bibliography (reference, paper overview [200 words], important quotes that you 
may need later on). 

Questions?



From Bibliography to Literature Review

You will then be moving on to assignment 2 which requires you to write a 
literature review as a group (600 words per group member = 1800 per group of 
3, 2400 per group of 4).

But, how do you create a literature review?



What is a literature review?

A literature review discusses published information in a particular subject area. 
A literature review can be just a simple, summarised, narrative of the sources, 
but it usually has an organizational pattern and combines both summary and 
synthesis.

A literature review is meant to support the claims of the research student, 
showing that the topic is worthwhile, that their work doesn't duplicate the work 
of others, and that they contributed some new knowledge, or at least can 
demonstrate a perspective on the topic.



Why write a literature review?

The focus of a literature review is to summarize and synthesize the arguments 
and ideas of others. It shows you are aware of previous research and findings.

A literature review is not a simple listing of facts and ideas from the literature. 
You have to prove that you understood and assessed critically what you read. 
You must weave a narrative, pointing to the direction you want to move in.



Types of literature review

Literature reviews can take two forms:

Purely descriptive, similar to an annotated bibliography. A descriptive review 
should not just list and paraphrase, but should add comment and bring out 
themes and trends.

A critical assessment of the literature in a particular field, stating where the 
weaknesses and gaps are, contrasting the views of particular authors, or raising 
questions. It will evaluate and show relationships, so that key themes emerge. 



It can be...

A whole paper, which annotates and/or critiques the literature in a particular 
subject area. (This is what you will be doing)

Part of a thesis or dissertation, forming an early context-setting chapter. (This is 
what your FYP literature review will be)

A useful background outlining a piece of research, or putting forward a 
hypothesis. (You will also be doing a little of this)



Outline of a literature review

Introduction 
Define the topic and state reasons for choice. You could also point out overall 
trends, gaps and themes that emerge.

Body 
Discuss your sources. You can organize your discussion chronologically, 
thematically or methodologically. 

Conclusion 
Summarize the major contributions, evaluating the current position, and 
pointing out flaws in methodology, gaps in the research, contradictions and 
areas for further study. 



How to proceed

You will probably read things from multiple domains until you decide exactly 
what you want to use for your project. 

Make sure you keep track of what you read and where. There are many 
possible ways of doing so: 
■ Copy and paste important ideas, together with the reference and a link into 
your blog, a Google Doc, or a simple Word document 
■ Use a reference management system (Zotero or Mendeley); You can add a 
bookmarklet to your browser bar, which makes it then very easy to bookmark 
resources.



To find more resources

Follow the references of the authors you read - they might lead you to other 
interesting sources

If you find an author who writes about your topic, check his list of publications 
to see what else he wrote 

Check how often a paper you want to use as reference was cited by others, 
who has cited it, and if there are any alternative points of view in the literature



Annotated Bibliography vs. Literature Review



Annotated Bibliography vs. Literature Review

In the case of an annotated bibliography, there is a separate paragraph for each 
source cited. In a literature review, each body paragraph should include several 
sources, and sources may be repeated as necessary.

An annotated bibliography examines each source based on its relationship to 
the topic; a literature review draws together multiple sources to examine where 
they agree or disagree. 

An annotated bibliography allows the reader to choose whether to explore the 
available sources or not on their own while a literature review directs the reader 
to a particular understanding of the available sources



Citing and Referencing

You need a list of references at the end of your literature review, in UL Harvard 
format.

You also have to cite the source in text, in the ( <author last name> <year of 
publication>) format.

If you are reproducing word by word more than 5 consecutive words from 
another source, you HAVE to put them in quotation marks. “E.g.”

More than 3 authors are cited as the name of the first author followed by ‘et al.’

See Cite It Right on the library website

https://libguides.ul.ie/ld.php?content_id=23581826


Plagiarism (as per UL Student Handbook)

“It is important to note that academic cheating in all its forms is deemed to be a 
major disciplinary offence under the university’s code of conduct”...

“Plagiarism means copying other people’s work in part or in whole, and passing 
it off as your own. It’s seen as one of the deadliest sins in further and higher 
learning environments. … If you are found plagiarising at college, you can be 
penalised in all sorts of ways. Depending on the extent of the plagiarism, 
deterrents can include anything from a failed assignment to serious disciplinary 
action, up to and including dismissal from your programme of study.”



Recap

Annotated bibliography is a correctly referenced list of sources with a 
paragraph (appx. 200 words) explaining the main / interesting points of the 
paper, including why it was useful to you. It may also have a separate bulleted 
list of important quotes.

A literature review is a synthesis of your annotated bibliography, showing how 
themes, arguments and information is related/conflicting, and should show a 
critical appreciation of the works reviewed. An alphabetised list of references is 
found at the end, and citations are used throughout.

You should never be using the words “I” or “we” (I feel, we think, etc.) in either of 
these - they should be written passively but critically.


