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Intellectual Property Rights

• Intellectual property (IP) refers to creations of the mind for which 
exclusive rights are recognized in law. Under intellectual property 
law, owners are granted certain exclusive rights to a variety of 
intangible assets, such as musical, literary, and artistic works; 
discoveries and inventions; and words, phrases, symbols, and 
designs.

• (Source: Wikipedia)

• http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HmZm8vNHBSU

• Do you agree with the thinking behind this video?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HmZm8vNHBSU


Copyright

• Copyright is a form of intellectual property that gives the author of 
an original work exclusive rights for a certain time period in relation 
to that work, including its publication, distribution and adaptation, 
after which time the work is said to enter the public domain.

• Copyright applies to any expressible form of an idea or information 
that is substantive and discrete and fixed in a medium. Some 
jurisdictions also recognize "moral rights" of the creator of a work, 
such as the right to be credited for the work. 

• Copyright is described under the umbrella term “Intellectual 
Property”, along with patents and trademarks.

• (Source: Wikipedia)



Copyleft

• Copyleft is a play on the word copyright to describe the practice of using copyright 
law to remove restrictions on distributing copies and modified versions of a work 
for others and requiring that the same freedoms be preserved in modified 
versions.

• Copyleft is a form of licensing and can be used to modify copyrights for works such 
as computer software, documents, music and art.

• In general, copyright law allows an author to prohibit others from reproducing, 
adapting, or distributing copies of the author's work.

• In contrast, an author may, through a copyleft licensing scheme, give every person 
who receives a copy of a work permission to reproduce, adapt or distribute the 
work as long as any resulting copies or adaptations are also bound by the same 
copyleft licensing scheme. A widely used and originating copyleft license is the 
GNU General Public License.
Creative Commons provides a similar license called ShareAlike.

• Copyleft can also be characterized as a copyright licensing scheme in which an 
author surrenders some but not all rights under copyright law. (Source: Wikipedia)



Creative Commons

• Creative Commons (CC) is a non-profit organization 
headquartered in San Francisco, California, United States, 
devoted to expanding the range of creative works available 
for others to build upon legally and to share.

• The organization has released several copyright-licenses 
known as Creative Commons licenses for free to the public. 
These licenses allow creators to communicate which rights 
they reserve, and which rights they waive for the benefit of 
recipients or other creators. 

• Wikipedia is one of the notable web-based projects using one 
of these licenses. (Source: Wikipedia)



Public Domain

• “Works in the public domain are those whose intellectual property rights 
have expired, been forfeited, or are inapplicable. Examples include the 
works of Beethoven, most of the early silent films, the formulae of 
Newtonian physics, and the patents on powered flight.”

• Expired: The plays of Shakespeare have been used in more than 420 
feature-length films.

• Forfeited: When “No Right Reserved” is applied.

• Inapplicable: “The idea–expression divide limits the scope of copyright 
protection by differentiating an idea from the expression or manifestation 
of that idea…The U.S. Supreme Court stated "Unlike a patent, a copyright 
gives no exclusive right to the art disclosed; protection is given only to the 
expression of the idea—not the idea itself.”

• (Source: Wikipedia)



Public Domain



Public Domain

• James Joyce (2 February 1882 – 13 January 1941) was an Irish novelist and 
poet, considered to be one of the most influential writers in the modernist 
avant-garde movement of the early 20th century.

• He Expired: 13 January 1941

• The work and life of Joyce is celebrated annually on 16 June, Bloomsday, in 
Dublin and in an increasing number of cities worldwide, and critical 
studies in scholarly publications, such as the James Joyce Quarterly, 
continue.

• Both popular and academic uses of Joyce's work were hampered by 
restrictions placed by Stephen Joyce, Joyce's grandson and executor of his 
literary estate.

• On 1 January 2012, these works entered the public domain.

• Rights Expired: 1 January 2012

• (Source: Wikipedia)



Applications of Copyright Law

• As the plays of Shakespeare are public domain, and have been used in 
more than 420 feature-length films, why is downloading a digital copy of 
“Shakespeare In Love” illegal?

• How is it that The Beatles do NOT own the rights to The Beatles’ back-
catalogue?

• How are the (copy)rights of creative artists protected?

• http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TmHuc2XErjE May 1997

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1lyu1KKwC74 June 1997

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wBi5pQoJFPY 2004/2008

• https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B_6Qi-
nfUVi7LUFHa0NSWDRMMkU/edit?usp=sharing

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TmHuc2XErjE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1lyu1KKwC74
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wBi5pQoJFPY
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B_6Qi-nfUVi7LUFHa0NSWDRMMkU/edit?usp=sharing


Types of licences under CC

There are six major licenses of the Creative 
Commons:

• Attribution (CC-BY) 
• Attribution Share Alike (CC-BY-SA) 
• Attribution No Derivatives (CC-BY-ND) 
• Attribution Non-Commercial (CC-BY-NC) 
• Attribution Non-Commercial Share Alike

(CC-BY-NC-SA) 
• Attribution Non-Commercial No Derivatives (CC-

BY-NC-ND) 



The 4 major conditions of the Creative Commons

There are : 

– Attribution (BY), requiring attribution to the original 
author; 

– Share Alike (SA), allowing derivative works under the 
same or a similar license (later or jurisdiction version); 

– Non-Commercial (NC), requiring the work is not used 
for commercial purposes; and 

– No Derivative Works (ND), allowing only the original 
work, without derivatives.

• As of the current versions, all Creative Commons licenses allow the "core 
right" to redistribute a work for non-commercial purposes without 
modification. The NC and ND options will make a work non-free.

• Additional options include the CC0 option, or "No Right Reserved.“ This is 
when a work is placed in the public domain.



Creative Commons

• How do you find these ‘free’ assets?

• http://search.creativecommons.org/

• For example, let’s search for an image of the “Eiffel Tower”.

• https://www.flickr.com/photos/alarzy/3103295856

• “…for any purpose, even commercially.” ???

• http://www.eiffel-tower.com/the-eiffel-tower-image-and-brand/image-
rights-the-eiffel-tower-brand.html

• “The Eiffel Tower, built in 1889, falls within the public domain. Daytime views from the Eiffel Tower are 
rights-free. However, its various illuminations are subject to author’s rights as well as brand rights. Usage 
of these images is subject to prior request from the Société d’Exploitation de la Tour Eiffel”

• As opposed to this entirely commercial asset site:

• http://www.istockphoto.com/stock-photo-20825483-the-great-blue-hole-
of-belize.php?st=8533ed2

http://search.creativecommons.org/
http://www.eiffel-tower.com/the-eiffel-tower-image-and-brand/image-rights-the-eiffel-tower-brand.html
http://www.istockphoto.com/stock-photo-20825483-the-great-blue-hole-of-belize.php?st=8533ed2


Creative Commons

• How do you find these assets?

• http://search.creativecommons.org/

• Let’s search for an image of “sunset”, on Google Images, with the clear 
intent of acquiring an asset to “use for commercial purposes”.

• We find that this image is perfect!

• http://www.geograph.org.uk/photo/59302

• What restrictions are there?

• Finally, learn from this!

• http://www.flickr.com/photos/petezab/4276745361/

http://search.creativecommons.org/
http://www.geograph.org.uk/photo/59302
http://www.flickr.com/photos/petezab/4276745361/


For software

Creative Commons has three available licenses: 

• the BSD License (Berkeley Software 
Distribution) - a family of permissive free 
software licenses. 

• the CC GNU LGPL license (lesser general public 
license)

• the CC GNU GPL (general public license).



For software

• the BSD License…
• Berkeley Software Distribution is a UNIX operating system derivative, 

developed and distributed by the Computer Systems Research Group 
(CSRG) of the University of California, Berkeley, from 1977 to 1995.

• Today the term "BSD" is often used non-specifically to refer to any of the 
BSD descendants which together form a branch of the family of Unix-like 
operating systems. Operating systems derived from the original BSD code 
remain actively developed and widely used.

• Being a permissive free software license, the license places minimal 
restrictions on how the software can be redistributed. 

• (Source: Wikipedia)



For software

• the CC GNU LGPL license…
• “When a program is linked with a library, whether statically or using a 

shared library, the combination of the two is legally speaking a combined 
work, a derivative of the original library. The ordinary General Public 
License therefore permits such linking only if the entire combination fits its 
criteria of freedom. The Lesser General Public License permits more lax 
criteria for linking other code with the library. 

• We call this license the "Lesser" General Public License because it does 
Less to protect the user's freedom than the ordinary General Public 
License.” 

• (Source: www.gnu.org)



For software

• the CC GNU GPL (general public license)…
• “When we speak of free software, we are referring to freedom of use, not 

price. Our General Public Licenses are designed to make sure that you 
have the freedom to distribute copies of free software (and charge for this 
service if you wish); that you receive source code or can get it if you want 
it; that you can change the software and use pieces of it in new free 
programs; and that you are informed that you can do these things. 

• To protect your rights, we need to make restrictions that forbid distributors 
to deny you these rights or to ask you to surrender these rights. These 
restrictions translate to certain responsibilities for you if you distribute 
copies of the library or if you modify it.”

• (Source: www.gnu.org)



Open Culture : Free Knowledge

• The Wikimedia Foundation is working to make knowledge freely available 
to every person in the world, but for many potential readers in developing 
countries, the only way to access the Internet is by paying for data on a 
mobile phone. In some developing countries, the poorest fifth of the 
population already spends over 20% of their income on mobile phone 
services. We don’t want people sacrificing their basic human needs to 
spend money on data, so we decided to do something about it.

• http://blog.wikimedia.org/tag/wikipedia-zero/

http://blog.wikimedia.org/tag/wikipedia-zero/


Crowdfunding : Open Culture

• “Cuts to US government funding [in 2007] were the catalyst to this kind of 
donating, whereby Joe Public gives small contributions to research 
projects chosen by scientists. These are peer-reviewed, and put online for 
donors to choose from, with a research log kept to inform them of 
progress.” 

Margareta Pagano, www.independent.co.uk

• Open Culture; FREE!FREE!FREE!

• http://www.openculture.com/

http://www.openculture.com/


In a nutshell…

• Intellectual Property (IP) refers to creations of the mind for which 
owners are granted certain exclusive rights to these intangible assets. 

• Copyright gives the author of an original work exclusive rights for a 
certain time period in relation to that work, after which time the 
work is said to enter the public domain.

• Copyleft can also be characterized as a copyright licensing scheme in 
which an author surrenders some but not all rights under copyright 
law.

• Creative Commons licenses allow creators to communicate which 
rights they reserve, and which rights they waive for the benefit of 
recipients or other creators. 

• Public Domain is when intellectual property rights have expired, 
been forfeited, or are inapplicable. 



Further Reading…

• Open Source: In production and development, open source is a 
philosophy that promotes free redistribution and access to an end 
product's design and implementation details.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Open_source

• Fair Use: Fair Use is a limitation and exception to the exclusive right 
granted by copyright law to the author of a creative work. Fair Use is 
not a right; it is only a legally defensible position. 
http://cyberlaw.stanford.edu/blog/2007/03/fairy-use-tale

• http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fair_use

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Open_source
http://cyberlaw.stanford.edu/blog/2007/03/fairy-use-tale
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fair_use

