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Definition of Learning 

• The act, process, or experience of gaining knowledge or skill.

• Knowledge or skill gained through schooling or study. 

• Process of acquiring modifications in existing knowledge, 
skills, habits, or tendencies through experience, practice, or 
exercise.

• Learning includes associative processes (see association; 
conditioning), discrimination of sense-data, psychomotor and 
perceptual learning (see perception), imitation, concept 
formation, problem solving, and insight learning.



Electronic learning or E-learning

• is a general term that is used to refer to computer-
enhanced learning. It is used interchangeably in so 
many contexts that it is important to be clear what 
one means when speaking of 'eLearning'. 

• In many respects, it is commonly associated with the 
field of advanced learning technology (ALT), which 
deals with both the technologies and associated 
methodologies in learning using networked and/or 
multimedia technologies. 



Technology-Enhanced Learning

• Provides socio-technical innovations (also 
improving efficiency and cost effectiveness) 
for learning practices, regarding individuals 
and organizations, independent of time, place 
and pace. 

• The field of TEL therefore describes the 
support of any learning activity through 
technology.



Blended Learning 

• Blended Learning is the combination of multiple 
approaches to learning. Blended learning can be 
accomplished through the use of 'blended' virtual 
and physical resources. 

• A typical example of this would be a combination of 
technology-based materials and face-to-face sessions 
used together to deliver instruction. 



In Olden Times…

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-hPCFI1-LWY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-hPCFI1-LWY


The Printing Press changed everything



University was a privilege…

If you weren’t male & wealthy…
• Sophia Jex-Blake & The Edinburgh Seven

In 1869, she campaigned for the right to study medicine.

• Cecilia Payne-Gaposchkin studied at Cambridge, who did not 
grant degrees to women until... 

…1948

At Harvard, she wrote "undoubtedly the most brilliant Ph.D. 
thesis ever written in astronomy“

Is University still a privilege?



Computers came along…

Moving the classroom online 

• Computer-Assisted Learning - CAL 

• Learning Management Systems: Moodle, Sakai 

• Content Management Systems (Joomla, 
Drupal, WordPress)



What about Taking Control? 

• Blogs, e-portfolio

• Using and contributing to wikis 

• Object-centred social network platforms: 
YouTube,Flickr, delicious, CiteULike, Slideshare

• Social networks for finding peers and mentors 
(LinkedIn, Facebook, Twitter) and sharing your 
content



A Controlled Environment

• You are being taught

• You are expected to learn

• You are expected to be able to answer 
questions

But you can also:

• apply what you learned in projects

• work on topics you choose



What should change?

• You should follow your interests and feed 
them

• You should have fun

• You should invite serendipity…



What tools could help?

• Finding people who are interested in the same things 
- Google Scholar; 

• Subscribing and keeping up-to-date with them
- using a service like Feedly;

• Writing your own learning diary – evolving toward a 
portfolio - WordPress.org, Blogger.com;

• Getting involved in a community of interest
- (LinkedIn, Meetup, Open Source, Twitter);



Keeping track of your resources

• Delicious for bookmarks

• Flickr/Picasa for photos

• CiteULike, Mendeley & EndNote for papers, 
books & general research

• SlideShare for presentations

• YouTube, Vimeo for videos

• Feedly for RSS feeds



More..

• Codeacademy

• Kahn Academy

• Lynda.com

• Podcasts

• Wikipedia

• Coursera, iVersity, EdX

• iTunes University



A few points for discussion:



Format 

• What is wrong with the lecture-based format ? 
The vessel metaphor vs. the ignition metaphor

• Socrates: “Education is the kindling of a flame, 
not the filling of a vessel”

• Mark Twain: "College is a place where a 
professor's lecture notes go straight to the 
students' lecture notes, without passing through 
the brains of either."



Content

• How appropriate is the content taught in 3rd  
level education to the challenges encountered 
after graduation in the real world?



E-learning

• You are enrolled in a formal university course. 
What are the differences between this situation 
and self-directed learning, where you choose the 
content, the format and the pace of your 
learning? 

• What do you think about the Coursera model of 
self-directed learning , where you choose your 
courses and do all the work online?



Grading

What combination of grading would work best, 
in your opinion?

• Tutor grading

• Self grading

• Peer grading



Learning

Lifelong Learning is the "ongoing, voluntary, 
and self-motivated" pursuit of knowledge for 
either personal or professional reasons.

What do YOU want to learn?
Who do YOU want to be?


