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Intellectual Property Rights
p Intellectual property (IP) refers to creations of the mind for which 

exclusive rights are recognized in law. Under intellectual 
property law, owners are granted certain exclusive rights to a 
variety of intangible assets, such as musical, literary, and 
artistic works; discoveries and inventions; and words, phrases, 
symbols, and designs. (Source: Wikipedia) 

p http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HmZm8vNHBSU 
p Do you agree with the thinking behind this video? 

p Recent research by the European Commission: https://
torrentfreak.com/research-movie-piracy-hurts-sales-but-not-
always-160929/ 
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Copyright
p Copyright is a form of intellectual property that gives the author 

of an original work exclusive rights for a certain time period in 
relation to that work, including its publication, distribution and 
adaptation, after which time the work is said to enter the public 
domain. 

p Copyright applies to any expressible form of an idea or 
information that is substantive and discrete and fixed in a 
medium. Some jurisdictions also recognize "moral rights" of the 
creator of a work, such as the right to be credited for the work.  

p Copyright is described under the umbrella term “Intellectual 
Property”, along with patents and trademarks. (Source: 
Wikipedia)



Can you think of  any major copyright 
infringement stories?



Copyleft
p Copyleft is a play on the word copyright to describe the practice of 

using copyright law to remove restrictions on distributing copies and 
modified versions of a work for others and requiring that the same 
freedoms be preserved in modified versions. 

p Copyleft is a form of licensing and can be used to modify copyrights 
for works such as computer software, documents, music and art. 

p In general, copyright law allows an author to prohibit others from 
reproducing, adapting, or distributing copies of the author's work.



Copyleft
p In contrast, an author may, through a copyleft licensing scheme, 

give every person who receives a copy of a work permission to 
reproduce, adapt or distribute the work as long as any resulting 
copies or adaptations are also bound by the same copyleft licensing 
scheme. 

p A widely used and originating copyleft license is the GNU General 
Public License. Creative Commons provides a similar license called 
ShareAlike. 

p Copyleft can also be characterized as a copyright licensing scheme 
in which an author surrenders some but not all rights under 
copyright law. (Source: Wikipedia)



Creative Commons
p Creative Commons (CC) is a non-profit organization headquartered 

in San Francisco, California, devoted to expanding the range of 
creative works available for others to build upon legally and to share. 

p The organization has released several copyright-licenses known as 
Creative Commons licenses for free to the public.  

p Wikipedia is one of the notable web-based projects using one of 
these licenses. (Source: Wikipedia)



Creative Commons
p Creative Commons licenses for free to the public. 

These licenses allow creators to communicate 

p which rights they reserve 

p which rights they waive



The 4 major conditions of   
the Creative Commons

There are :  
■ Attribution (BY), requiring attribution to the original author;  
■ Share Alike (SA), allowing derivative works under the same or a 

similar license (later or jurisdiction version);  
■ Non-Commercial (NC), requiring the work is not used for 

commercial purposes; and  
■ No Derivative Works (ND), allowing only the original work, without 

derivatives. 
p As of the current versions, all Creative Commons licenses allow the 

"core right" to redistribute a work for non-commercial purposes 
without modification. The NC and ND options will make a work non-
free. 

p Additional options include the CC0 option, or "No Right Reserved.“ 
This is when a work is placed in the public domain.



Types of  licences under CC

There are six major licenses of the 
Creative Commons: 
■ Attribution (CC-BY)  
■ Attribution Share Alike (CC-BY-SA)  
■ Attribution No Derivatives (CC-BY-

ND)  
■ Attribution Non-Commercial (CC-

BY-NC)  
■ Attribution Non-Commercial Share 

Alike  
(CC-BY-NC-SA)  

■ Attribution Non-Commercial No 
Derivatives (CC-BY-NC-ND) 



Why get a Creative Commons 
license?

https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/ 
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https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/


Creative Commons

p How do you find these ‘free’ assets? 
p https://ccsearch.creativecommons.org 

p For example, let’s search for an image of the “Eiffel Tower”. 

p But you cannot use any image from such a website: 
p http://www.toureiffel.paris/en/legal-information-and-notices 

p Or from this explicitly commercial asset site: 
p http://www.istockphoto.com/ie/photos/eiffel-tower?

mediatype=photography&phrase=eiffel
%20tower&excludenudity=true&sort=best 

p Or this one: https://www.stocksy.com/search?text=%22Eiffel+Tower
%22&sort=curated&page=1 
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Public Domain
p “Works in the public domain are those whose intellectual property 

rights have expired, been forfeited, or are inapplicable. Examples 
include the works of Beethoven, most of the early silent films, the 
formulae of Newtonian physics, and the patents on powered flight.” 

p Expired: The plays of Shakespeare had been used in more than 420 
feature-length films. 

p Forfeited: When “No Right Reserved” is applied. 
p Inapplicable: “The idea–expression divide limits the scope of 

copyright protection by differentiating an idea from the expression or 
manifestation of that idea…The U.S. Supreme Court stated ”Unlike a 
patent, a copyright gives no exclusive right to the art disclosed; 
protection is given only to the expression of the idea—not the idea 
itself.“(Source: Wikipedia)



Derivative works

http://craphound.com/littlebrother/
littlebrother-remixes/



Public Domain

p (Source: Wikipedia)



Public Domain
p James Joyce (2 February 1882 – 13 January 1941) was an Irish 

novelist and poet, considered to be one of the most influential writers 
in the modernist avant-garde of the early 20th century. 

p He died on 13 January 1941. 
p The work and life of Joyce is celebrated annually on 16 June, 

Bloomsday, in Dublin and in an increasing number of cities 
worldwide, and critical studies in scholarly publications, such as the 
James Joyce Quarterly, continue. 

p Both popular and academic uses of Joyce's work were hampered 
(from their point of view) by restrictions placed by Stephen Joyce, 
Joyce's grandson and executor of his literary estate. 

p On 1 January 2012, these works entered the public domain. (Source: 
Wikipedia)



Applications of  Copyright Law
p As the plays of Shakespeare are public domain, and have been used 

in more than 420 feature-length films, why is downloading a digital 
copy of “Shakespeare In Love” illegal? 

p How is it that The Beatles do NOT own the rights to The Beatles’ 
back-catalogue? 

p How are the (copy)rights of creative artists protected? 
■ http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TmHuc2XErjE May 1997 

Puff Daddy/Sting 
p With worldwide sales likely over 8 million, the song has become one of the 

best-selling singles of all time. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/I
%27ll_Be_Missing_You 

http://www.billboard.com/articles/columns/rock/7662519/beatles-catalog-paul-mccartney-brief-history-ownership
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When you look for an image:
What is the difference between? 
p https://images.google.com  
p http://search.creativecommons.org/

https://images.google.com
https://images.google.com
http://search.creativecommons.org/
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Readings
p Carrier, Michael A., Copyright and 

Innovation: The Untold Story (October 24, 
2012). 2012 Wisconsin Law Review 891. 
Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/
abstract=2099876 

p Cory Doctorow’s Craphound - http://
craphound.com/category/littlebrother/ 
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