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The Free Software Movement
p A social movement with the goal of  obtaining 

and guaranteeing certain freedoms for 
software users: 
■ the freedom to run the software,  
■ to study and change the software, and 
■ to redistribute copies with or without changes 

p Started in 1983 by Richard Stallman, with the 
GNU project (GNU is not Unix) 

p non-free software is a “social problem”  
p it is “unethical”



Open Source Software
p Software developed jointly by volunteers, 

that can be used, reused, altered and used 
for commercial purposes. 

p The majority of  servers in the world run on 
Apache web server  

p Linux (Operating System) 
p Wordpress, Drupal (CMSs)  
p GIMP (graphic editing)



The motivation of  developers
p Learning 
p Altruism 
p Community sharing 
p Ego 
p Creative expression 
p Recognition



For software
Creative Commons has three available licenses:  
p the BSD License (Berkeley Software Distribution) 

- a family of permissive free software licenses.  
p the CC GNU LGPL license (lesser general public 

license) 
p the CC GNU GPL (general public license).



For software
p the BSD License… 
p Berkeley Software Distribution is a UNIX operating system derivative, 

developed and distributed by the Computer Systems Research 
Group (CSRG) of the University of California, Berkeley, from 1977 to 
1995. 

p Being a permissive free software license, the license places minimal 
restrictions on how the software can be redistributed.  

p (Source: Wikipedia)



For software
p the CC GNU LGPL license… 
p “When a program is linked with a library, the combination of the two 

is legally speaking a combined work, a derivative of the original 
library. The ordinary General Public License therefore permits such 
linking only if the entire combination fits its criteria of freedom.  

p We call this license the "Lesser" General Public License because it 
does Less to protect the user's freedom than the ordinary General 
Public License.”  

p (Source: www.gnu.org)



For software
p the CC GNU GPL (general public license)… 
p “When we speak of free software, we are referring to freedom of use, 

not price.” 
p Our General Public Licenses are designed to make sure that you 

have the freedom to distribute copies of free software (and charge 
for this service if you wish); that you receive source code or can get it 
if you want it; that you can change the software and use pieces of it 
in new free programs; and that you are informed that you can do 
these things.  

p To protect your rights, we need to make restrictions that forbid 
distributors to deny you these rights or to ask you to surrender these 
rights.  

p (Source: www.gnu.org)



Open Content/Open Access
p Wikipedia 
p Project Gutenberg 
p Openculture.com 
p Many universities stipulate that all funded 

researchers should make their content 
available via Open Access. Ulir, rian.ie 

p So does the European Commission. Remember 
Europeana! 

p Registry of  research data repositories- 
re3data.org/



Open Resources

Which ones do you use?



Open Education
p practices and initiatives that broaden access 

to the learning and training traditionally 
offered through formal education systems 

p Opencourseware at MIT 
p MOOCs- Massive Open Online Courses: 

Coursera, iversity, edX, Udacity 
p iTunes U  



Open Standards

Two perspectives: 
■ publicly available and has various rights to use 

associated with it, and may also have various 
properties of  how it was designed (e.g. open 
process) 

■ "open standard" is only open if  it can be freely 
adopted, implemented and extended 

p Examples:WWW, HTML, PDF, PNG 
p W3C – provider of  ICT standards 
p Open formats



Open Licenses
p Examples: 

■ Creative Commons 
■ Open Publication 
■ GNU 

p Principles: 
p Reuse - the right to reuse the content in its unaltered / verbatim form 

(e.g., make a backup copy of  the content) 
p Revise - the right to adapt, adjust, modify, or alter the content itself  

(e.g., translate the content into another language) 
p Remix - the right to combine the original or revised content with other 

content to create something new 
p Redistribute - the right to share copies of  the original content, your 

revisions, or your remixes with others



Open Culture : Free Knowledge
p The Wikimedia Foundation is working to make knowledge freely 

available to every person in the world, but for many potential readers 
in developing countries, the only way to access the Internet is by 
paying for data on a mobile phone. In some developing countries, the 
poorest fifth of the population already spends over 20% of their 
income on mobile phone services. We don’t want people sacrificing 
their basic human needs to spend money on data, so we decided to 
do something about it. 

p http://blog.wikimedia.org/tag/wikipedia-zero/

http://blog.wikimedia.org/tag/wikipedia-zero/


Open Culture  and Crowdfunding

p Explore the Open Culture website 
p http://www.openculture.com/ 

p These projects have been crowdfunded: 
p http://www.kickstarter.com/projects/559914737/the-

veronica-mars-movie-project 

p https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/explosm/the-
cyanide-and-happiness-show

http://www.openculture.com/
http://www.openculture.com/
http://www.kickstarter.com/projects/559914737/the-veronica-mars-movie-project
http://www.kickstarter.com/projects/559914737/the-veronica-mars-movie-project
https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/explosm/the-cyanide-and-happiness-show
https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/explosm/the-cyanide-and-happiness-show


In a nutshell…
p Intellectual Property (IP) refers to creations of the mind for 

which owners are granted certain exclusive rights to these 
intangible assets.  

p Copyright gives the author of an original work exclusive rights 
for a certain time period in relation to that work, after which time 
the work is said to enter the public domain. 

p Copyleft can also be characterized as a copyright licensing 
scheme in which an author surrenders some but not all rights 
under copyright law. 

p Creative Commons licenses allow creators to communicate 
which rights they reserve, and which rights they waive for 
the benefit of recipients or other creators.  

p Public Domain is when intellectual property rights have 
expired, been forfeited, or are inapplicable. 



Further Reading…
p Open Source: In production and development, open source is a 

philosophy that promotes free redistribution and access to an 
end product's design and implementation details. 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Open_source 

p Fair Use: Fair Use is a limitation and exception to the exclusive 
right granted by copyright law to the author of a creative work. 
Fair Use is not a right; it is only a legally defensible position. 
http://cyberlaw.stanford.edu/blog/2007/03/fairy-use-tale 

p http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fair_use

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Open_source
http://cyberlaw.stanford.edu/blog/2007/03/fairy-use-tale
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fair_use

